In publishing the following remarks, it is not my object to bring forward any original theories, or even any new ideas, on the subject of pulmonary consumption, except so far as deductions from the observation and collection of groups of facts, independently of the opinions and statements of others, maybe called original; but I may be able by this analysis either to add my testimony to that of others on some points, or to indicate erroneous conclusions to which the adoption of certain views may lead; and by recording facts in connexion with a particular disease, I may thus contribute one small item to the cause of medicine, inasmuch as the true principles of the treatment of disease will ever be more and more developed according to the correctness and extent of our acquaintance with the laws of its etiology and pathology, and with the course which particular diseases ordinarily run.
To this end, as in other scientific investigations, there are two methods open to the student and investigator, by which he may seek to arrive at the truth.
These are the methods of induction and deduction; the latter undoubtedly the nobler of the two, inasmuch as it is the shorter, and bespeaks a thinking mind of such an order as is not often met with; but for these very reasons it is the least safe, as a slight error in the data on which the reasoning is founded may lead to results.very wide of the truth, and if persevered in, in its application to the practice of physic regardless of practical results, may do incalculable mischief; as an instance of which, I would merely mention here the theory of the treatment of phthisis pulmonalis by the hypophosphites, which, grounded on a captious process of deductive reasoning* has had the effect of causing many to swallow drachms of the salts of hypophosphorous acid without deriving a reasonable amount of benefit as will be more particularly referred to by and bye.
The inductive method seems peculiarly adapted to the science of 
